FISHING TACKLE PACK 



FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to containing line used in fishing, particularly a pack 
that includes a compartment for holding one or more spools having fishing line parts used 
in fishing, such as tippet. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

It is typical to use different fishing line combined together when fly fishing. These 
parts of the fishing line are commonly identified as the backing, the main line, the leader and 
the tippet. When combined, the backing is attached to the fishing reel. The main line is 
attached to the backing. The leader is attached to the main line and the tippet is removably 
connected to the leader. Each of these fishing line parts differs from the other by its length 
and/or diameter. A fly is removably connected to the tippet. 

With respect to the tippet, it is customary to replace one tippet for another, depending 
on fishing conditions. It is, therefore, desirable to facilitate the changing of the tippet. It is 
known to provide a container that is carried by the fisher and which houses a number of 
spools around which the tippet is wrapped. The tippet is accessible from the container by 
means of one or more holes. The tippet can be cut from the particular spool, even while the 
fisher is standing in the stream or at some other suitable location. Although such fishing 
containers have been advanced, it would be worthwhile to provide a housing, such as a pack, 
that can be readily carried by the fisher and which allows convenient access to fishing line 
parts, such as tippet, contained in the housing. As part of enhancing the availability of the 
fishing line for use by the fisher, it would be advantageous to provide effective and efficient 
means for holding one or more fishing line spools in such a housing or pack. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
In accordance with the present invention, a fishing line compartment having a leader 
management system is provided, which is preferably part of a larger pack or container 



assembly. The fishing line compartment stores fishing line or parts thereof on one or more 
spools. The fishing line can include tippet that is used in fly fishing. 

The fishing line compartment includes a flap having an outer area and an inner area. 
The flap is movable between a closed position and an open position. When the flap is in the 
open position, each spool therein can be accessed and/or one or more spools can be removed 
or added to the fishing line compartment. 

The fishing line compartment includes at least a first strap having a length. The first 
strap holds a first spool in the fishing line compartment. The first strap can have an attached 
end and an attaching end. The attached end is joined to the inner area of the flap. The 
attaching end is inserted through the bore in the first spool. After insertion, the attaching end 
is also joined to the inner area. In a preferred embodiment, the attaching end is joined to the 
attached end, such as by a snap connection or, alternatively, the first strap can include 
Velcro® and the attachment can be made using the Velcro® elements. 

The fishing compartment can also include one or more covers, such as a first cover 
that overlies at least portions of the first spool. The first cover can be useful in preventing 
or reducing certain movements of the spool within the fishing line compartment. The first 
cover can have two connection segments that are joined to the inner area of the flap. A 
second cover, which also has two connection segments, can be included for overlying a 
second spool. One of the two connection segments is adjacent to a connection segment of 
the first cover. The first cover preferably has a dimension that is less than the length of the 
first strap. Preferably also, the attached end of the first strap is located outside of the first 
cover. 

In conjunction with providing a spool of fishing line, such as tippet, in the fishing line 
compartment, the strap is in an open state in which the attaching end is free and not 
connected to the attached end or some other part of the inner area. The attaching end is 
inserted through the bore in the spool while the spool is positioned outside of its respective 
cover. After being inserted through the bore, the attaching end can be joined to the attached 
end of the strap, or some other part of the inner area of the flap. The spool then has some 
portions of the strap located within the bore and at least portions of the spool can be then 



located beneath the cover. At some time during the attachment or holding of the spool 
within the compartment area, the fishing line part wrapped thereabout can be manipulated 
so that fishing line portions extend through a hole adjacent to the flap. The fisher has the 
fishing line part available for desired use, such as for changing tippet. Preferably, the fishing 
compartment is part of a fishing tackle pack or fishing line container assembly that is worn 
by the fisher. 

Based on the foregoing summary, a number of salient features are found in, and 
objectives served by, the present invention. A compartment is provided for easily accessing 
fishing line parts. The fishing line parts can be provided on one or more spools that are 
readily joined within the compartment. For each spool, a strap is used to hold the spool 
within the compartment. When the spool rotates in connection with releasing fishing line 
parts and using the strap portions within the bore of the spool, desired tension on the fishing 
line can be achieved. The fishing line compartment is preferably combined with other 
storage compartments that are part of a single pack or housing. 

Additional advantages of the present invention will become readily apparent from the 
following discussion, particularly when taken together with accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a fishing tackle pack that includes a fishing line 
compartment worn by a fisher or user; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the pack of Fig. 1 illustrating a number of 
compartments, including the fishing line compartment; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view illustrating the fishing line compartment when the flap 
is open, including one strap without a spool and another strap with a spool that is located 
outside of its respective cover; and 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a spool underneath a cover and being held in the 
fishing line compartment using a strap. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

With reference to Fig. 1, a fishing line container assembly or pack 10 is illustrated 
as being carried by a fisher F. The fisher F is illustrated as a fly fisherman positioned in a 
stream S and using a fly fishing rod R. 

With reference also to Fig. 2, the pack 10 includes a harness assembly 14 and a 
storage assembly 18. The harness assembly 14 is useful in supporting and positioning the 
storage assembly 1 8 in front of the fisher F. This configuration is important in enabling the 
fisher F to more conveniently change one or more fishing line parts at a suitable location, as 
will be explained in more detail later herein. As seen in Fig. 2, fishing line part 22 exits the 
storage assembly 1 8 . In the illustrated embodiment, there are four fishing line parts 22a, 22b, 
22c, 22d. One or more of these can be the same or different from the other fishing line parts. 

The harness assembly 14 can include one or more clasps 26 that are joined to upper 
portions of the back of the storage assembly 18. One or more buckle mechanisms, 30 can 
also be provided adjacent to lower portions of the back of the storage assembly 18 in 
connection with joining the harness assembly 14 to the storage assembly 18. The harness 
assembly 14 can also have a back 34 and straps 38 for use in joining the back 34 to the 
storage assembly 1 8 . As should be appreciated, a variety of supporting or holding assemblies 
could be used in locating the storage assembly 1 8 in front of the fisher F. 

The storage assembly 18, as depicted in the preferred embodiment, can have a 
number of separate compartments for containing materials, objects, articles or other things, 
including fishing related items that can include fishing-related clothing. In the illustrated 
embodiment, there is a primary compartment 50 immediately adjacent to the harness 
assembly 14 which is relatively large and has a primary zipper or other closure 54. In front 
of it and farther away from the harness assembly 14 is a secondary compartment 58 having 
a secondary compartment zipper or other closure 62. Integral with the secondary 
compartment 58 is a pocket 66 having a pocket zipper or other closure 70. Significantly, the 
storage assembly 18 has a fishing line compartment 80 with a fishing line zipper or closure 
84. As will next be described, the fishing line compartment 80 is the compartment from 
which the fishing line parts 22a-22d exit and which can be used by the fisher F in connection 



with adding or changing fishing line parts to the fishing line being used by the fisher F during 
fly fishing, for example. The storage assembly 1 8 can also include a netting pocket 88 joined 
to the outward or front face of the fishing line compartment 80. 

Referring to Fig. 3, the fishing line compartment 80 that can have a leader 
management system is described in more detail and includes a flap 92. The flap has a hinged 
section or end 96 and a movable section or end 100. Disposed between the sections 96, 1 00 
is an inner area 104 and an outer area 108. The outer area 108 of the flap 92, in one 
embodiment, has the netting pocket 88 attached thereto. The inner area 104 is associated 
with the fishing line parts 22 that can be used by the fisher F. 

Specifically, the fishing line compartment 80 can contain one or more spools, such 
as the spools 120a, 120b, 120c, 120d to which corresponding fishing line parts 22a, 22b, 22c, 
22d, respectively, are joined. Each of the fishing line parts 22a-22d is wound about a 
respective one of the spools 120a-120d. One or more of the spools 120a-120d can hold or 
store fishing line tippet, or other fishing line parts. Although this embodiment is directed to 
a fishing line compartment 80 with four spools 120a-120d, it can be appreciated that more 
or less spools could be provided, as well as spools that have the same or different fishing line 
parts. Regardless of which fishing line part is employed, each is able to exit the flap 92 
through a respective access hole, such as the access hole 124 depicted in Fig. 4 through 
which the fishing line part 22b passes so that it can be readily accessed and used by the fisher 
F. By way of example, the fishing line part 22b can be tippet that is used by the fisher F in 
connection with changing the fishing line tippet while fly fishing. The changing of the tippet 
can occur at any suitable location, including while fly fishing in a stream, due to the 
accessible nature of the tippet and the overall configuration of the pack 10. 

With regard to holding or maintaining each of the spools 120a-12d in the fishing line 
compartment 80, a number of straps are employed, with the number of straps typically 
corresponding to the number of spools 120a-120d so that there are four straps 130a, 130b, 
130c, 130d, as identified in Fig. 3. Each of the straps 130a-130d is used to join one of the 
spools 120a-120d, respectively, to the inner area 104 of the flap 92. Referring to Fig. 4, 
portions of the strap 1 30b are located through the bore or opening formed in the center of the 



spool 120b, while end portions of the strap 130b are joined to the inner area 104. More 
specifically, in the illustrated embodiment, the strap 130b has an attached end 134b and an 
attaching end 138b. The attached end 134b can be essentially permanently attached to the 
inner area 104. The attaching end 138b can be removably attached to the inner area 104 so 
that spools can be removed or added. In a preferred embodiment, each of the attached end 
134b and the attaching end 138b are joined to the inner area 104 relatively adjacent to the 
movable section or end 100. In the illustrated embodiment, the attaching end 138b can be 
joined to the inner area 104 using the attached end 134b. Even more specifically, the 
attached end 1 34b can have a first fastening element 138 and the attaching end 1 38b can have 
a second fastening element 1 42 whereby the first and second fastening elements 1 3 8, 1 42 can 
be removably mated or otherwise joined together. In one embodiment, the first and second 
fastening elements 138, 142 can constitute a snap connection. As can be understood, 
although only the spool 120b and corresponding strap 130b were described in connection 
with being joined to the inner area 104 of the flap 92, comparable joinder is provided by the 
other spools and straps, including spools 1 20a, 1 20c, 1 20d being j oined to the inner area 1 04 
using the straps 130a, 130c, 130d, respectively. In another embodiment, instead of the straps 
with snap or other fastening connections, the strap could be comprised of a Velcro® material 
that enables removal and connection of one strap portion to another strap portion. 

In a preferred embodiment, the fishing line compartment 80 also includes one or 
more covers, such as covers 150a, 150b, 150c, 150d. The covers 150a-150d are useful in 
enhancing the positioning of the spools 120a-120d, respectively, within the fishing line 
compartment 80 so that there is no unwanted movement. In one embodiment, each of the 
covers 1 50a- 1 50d, has a first connection segment and a second connection segment, with the 
connection segments being essentially perpendicular to the longitudinal extent of the inner 
area 1 04. For covers 1 50b, 1 50c, each of their two connection segments is joined to the inner 
area 104 immediately adjacent to connection segments of other covers. Each of the covers 
150a-150d has a lateral extent, in the direction between the hinged section 96 and the 
movable section 100, that is less than the distance between these two sections 96, 100. It is 
preferable that the connection segments of each of the covers 150a-150d be essentially 



fixedly joined to the inner area 1 04. Each of the covers 1 50a- 1 50b defines openings at its 
ends near the hinged and movable sections 96, 100 so that the spools 120a-120d, 
respectively, can be received within the covers 150a-150d and, alternatively, removed 
therefrom. 

Regarding the joining or removing of spools 120a-120d to the respective straps 1 30a- 
130d, as noted in Fig. 3, the spool 120d is schematically illustrated as not being joined to its 
corresponding strap 130d. This constitutes an open state of the strap 130d. This can be 
contrasted with the closed state of the strap 1 30c, which is joined to the spool 1 20c. When 
the strap is in the open state, such as the strap 130d, it has a length or lateral extent that is 
greater than the lateral extent of the cover 150d, with the lateral extent of the cover 150d 
being between the hinged and movable sections 96, 100. The attaching end 138d can be 
inserted through the bore 158d in the spool 120d. The attaching end 138d, after insertion 
through the bore 1 58d, can be positioned for connection to the inner area 104, such as being 
joined to the attached end 1 34d, like the joining together of the attached and attaching ends 
134d, 138d of the strap 130c. The insertion of the attaching end 138d through the bore 158d 
is typically accomplished while the spool 120d is outside of the cover 150d. After the 
attached end 134d and the attaching end 138d are joined to the inner area 104, such as by 
being joined together, like the strap 1 30c, the spool can be manipulated or located underneath 
its cover 150d. 

Referring as well to Fig. 4, the spool 120b is located within its cover 150b. In this 
embodiment, the width or diameter of the spool 120b is about the same or less than that of 
the lateral extent of the cover 150b, although in other embodiments, the width of the spool 
120b could be greater than the lateral extent of the cover 150b. With the spool 120b, for 
example, being held to the flap 92 using its strap 130b, particularly having some portions of 
the strap 130b located through the bore of the spool 120b, desired tension is placed on the 
fishing line part when the fisher F pulls on it so that desired unwinding of the fishing line 
part is facilitated. 

The foregoing description of the invention has been presented for purposes of 
illustration and discussion. Further, the description is not intended to limit the invention to 



the form disclosed herein. Further variations and modifications commensurate with the 
above teachings, within the skill and knowledge of the relevant art, are within the scope of 
this invention. The embodiments discussed hereinabove are also intended to explain the best 
modes known of practicing the invention and to enable others skilled in the art to utilize the 
invention in such, or in other embodiments, and with the various modifications required by 
the particular applications or uses of the invention. It is intended that the appended claims 
be construed to include alternative embodiments to the extent permitted by the prior art. 
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